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censor is too severe* It is said that he administers his
veto without any fixed rules or criterion, and approves
or rejects according to the merest caprices of the moment.
These charges may be true or exaggerated ; but even so,
it assuredly is.the safer plan for the guardian of public
morals to err on the right side* The likes and dislikes
of a few individuals are immaterial, but the safety or pro-
tection of the public morals is vital* The censor does
not act independently, but reflects the mental attitude
of the great majority* After all, it is the public who pays,
and so it is entitled to choose the goods it wants*

In addition to the drama and musical comedy, there
is also the foreign opera* And it is here that a stranger
is most struck with a sense of wonder, for these operas
are either French, Italian or German, but very seldom
English* It may be that the English language does not
lend itself to operatic singing so effectively as either the
French or Italian ; but the constant drawing upon foreign
sources seems to confess that the English cannot produce
any high-class operas themselves* Whether or not such
a confession will be admitted, it is hard to say, but the
English as a nation do not appear to be so musical as
either the French, Italian or German*

This is, perhaps, because the English people take life
too seriously to allow them to develop their musical faculty*
They prefer good acting to classical singing, although for
a change.they sometimes vary their preference for dramas
with a liking for light musical comedies* A few years
ago an attempt was made to popularise foreign operas,
so that the delights of Covent Garden might be made
accessible to a larger public by lowering the prices of